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P@Eécy' in Nicaragua

‘egregious failure’

By PAUL MANLEY
of The Oregonian statf

An invasion of Nicaragua would -

cost 20,000 U.S. casualties, including
an estimated 5,000 dead,. a former

Central Intelligence Agenc analyst
Told a‘?ortkana'auaence at izhe No%h-

west Service Center Monday night.

% David C. MacMichael, who re.
signed@ It € 1n_mid-1983 be-
_CEUsE o 1agxeemg_%t over U. .% cy

10 i) merica, cit rge-

) town Universig analysis as the source
X € casualty estimate.

the World. Affairs Counci] of Oregon
and the Fugene-based Council on Hu.
man Rights for Latin America. )

The gray-haired MacMichael, who
marched in front of the U.S. embassy
in Managua to protest U.S. support for
anti-government rebels there, said
Nicaragua is not arming to attack jts
neighbors. Rather, remembering a his-
tory that includes previous occupa-
tions by U.S. forces, Nicaraguans are

arming to defend themselves against a i

U.S. attack, he said.

In contrast to claims made by the [

Reagan administration, MacMichael

- said, “Human rights are far better ob. o
. Served in Nicaragua than elsewhere” '

in Latin America. ‘
‘Nondescript policy’

“It is not going too far (to say) that
this administration, in pursuing its
nondescript policy in Nicaragua . . .,
has made this country . . . look petty,
mendacious, arrogant and bullying” in

the eyes of the rest of the world, he 1

declared.

sof hisPortland talk were |

 ———

As - employee, MacMi- '
| chaT T T T poyet: MacM-
the Texts of his speeches or ublish
f_ﬂ__ﬁi_s.' :fg}ge aEenci has been vEry
air in abi by its own rules with
me,” he aaai, noting that “only one
R Ut of one sentence™ was de-
< Je Yy censors from pre-

parE R~

— MacMichsel, who served as a Us.
Marines officer for 10 years including
active duty in the Korean War, earned
a doctorate in history at the University
of Oregon and later was a visiting

‘professor at UO before beco ing a

st in_mid-
cher

CIA ntelligence an
Tom /b he

with the SRI International consulting

firm, where he analyzed counterinsur-

gency strategy in Thailand.

‘Egregious failure’
He said U.S. policy toward Nicara-

" gua “has been an egregious failure”

and urged the administration to “step

‘back” am_i allow the Centra] American

-

 nations who are directly |

‘proportion ‘of the dead have bremi™y

- country carries out its diplomssic l{*,:;"f;'}

work out matters. R 5
“Really, the only US. cooters i¢
that no foreign military bases be o3
tablished in Central America,” Macf st
chaelsaid. <. - nyssged
He said many observers agrve that ¥,
U.S. support for anti-government =
bels in Nicaragua, “far from Wezkes
ing the Sandinista regime, Bai=":
strengthened support” for tbe &?- &
gua government. R
The vast majority of people stain’"

Aanidd

by the U.S.-financed rebels beve bees ;- 3

civilians, MacMichael said, and & lazpe;

women and children. " .- - o

“Our government — yours asdf
mine’ — supports the equivales: & -
taking out three civilians gpldd) &
random each day, and killing the=."~ "
he said. A
“This is not the way I beBeet &=y

lations) with aziother country.+~ <
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